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“Learning TODAY to succeed TOMORROW.” 

What is the Migrant Education Program? 
Migrant Education is a national program that provides supplemental educational services to eligible migrant children in the 
United States. The Migrant Education Program (MEP) is designed to "support high-quality and comprehensive educational 
programs for migratory children to help reduce the educational disruptions and other problems that result from repeated 
moves" [No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), Section 1301.1]. These programs are always supplemental in nature, and can 
be academic and/or social in focus. Activities are meant to help eligible migrant children "overcome educational disruption, 
cultural and language barriers, social isolation, various health-related problems, and other factors that inhibit the ability of 
such children to do well in school" [NCLB, Section 1301.5]. The uniqueness of this national program lies in its focus on the 
mobility of migrant children, particularly the most mobile migrant children who are failing to meet the high academic content 
and achievement standards expected of all students in a state. To that end, Section 1304(d) of NCLB mandates that these 
children have the highest priority for services from the MEP. 
 

Why Give Special Help To Migrant Children? 
The primary purpose of the Migrant Education program is to address the special educational needs of migratory children in a 
coordinated, integrated, and efficient way, through high quality and comprehensive programs. When migrant children move 
with their families, their education, as well as their lives, is disrupted, often many times a year. Migrant children may come 
from large families with inadequate housing and low incomes. Poor nutrition and unsanitary conditions may also cause health 
problems. Migrant children may have limited English skills and/or little experience with success at school. These problems, 
combined with irregular school attendance, often lead to low academic performance, causing many migrant children to drop 
out of school in their teens. Migrant youth may face unemployment or limited options. Caring parents may not know about 
community and school resources which could help their children. However, we can help these children enjoy school and 
overcome these difficulties. The Migrant Education Program can help them succeed in school and develop their skills and 
options for the future.  
 

  What Makes A Child Eligible? 
To qualify for the Migrant Education Program, a migrant child must have moved within the past 36 months across state or 
school district lines to enable the child, the child's guardian or a member of the child's family to obtain temporary or seasonal 
employment in an agricultural or fishing activity. 
 
A migratory child includes youth who themselves are migratory workers or spouses of migratory workers. The program serves 
children and youth ages 3 through 21 who have not graduated from high school or earned a General Education Diploma. 
 

How is the Migrant Program Administered? 
The U.S. Department of Education allocates funds to the individual states based on each state's identified migrant population. 
Each state allocates funds to school systems enrolling migrant children to provide special services to the children. Priority for 
services is based on migrant children whose education has been interrupted during the school year and who are failing or at 
risk of failing to meet Georgia's content and performance standards. States work together to ensure continuity, coordination 
and consistency for the children. Local programs may vary according to student needs and school resources. 
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“Learning TODAY to succeed TOMORROW.” 

What is the goal of the Migrant Education Program? 
The goal of the Georgia Migrant Education Program is summed up in the phrase, "Succeed in School," which is defined as all 
migrant students reaching challenging academic standards and graduating with a high school diploma (or completing a GED) 
that prepares them for responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive employment. (For more information about the 
goals of the Migrant Education program, see the Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA) page. 
 

What is a migrant worker? 
The principal reasons migrants move from one area to another or from state to state are to find work, they receive better pay 
for their work, or to improve their economic situation. Initially, the term "migrant" and "migrant worker" referred to seasonal 
agricultural workers who followed the crops and harvests. Later, the term "migrant worker" was expanded by statute to 
include persons who moved to obtain temporary or seasonal employment in fishing, dairy farming, and a processing of 
agricultural and fishing products. The children of these workers now represent a significant part of the migrant child 
population. 
 

What ethnic and nationality groups do migrants include? 
Migrants include many ethnic and nationality groups. Mexicans, Mexican-Americans, Puerto Ricans, other Latin Americans of 
Hispanic origin, African Americans, Anglo Americans, Native Americans, Vietnamese and others. In Georgia, most migrants are 
Mexicans and Central Americans. 
 

How do migrant families live? 
Many migrant families migrate in a continuous cycle from an originating location (home base) to other locations and then back. 
Some simply move from one region to another. Others are more transient moving without a clear pattern - simply seeking 
better opportunities. Work conditions with field crops are difficult and strenuous. Sometimes, the children of migrant workers 
miss school out of economic necessity - they must work alongside their parents to help the family survive. Migrant children 
miss school because of frequent moves made by the family to obtain work. The educational interruptions in combination with 
low household income, cultural and language barriers, social and community isolation, and various health-related problems, 
inhibit the ability of migrant children to do well in school.  
 
Migrant children who are most in need of program services are often those who are the most difficult to find. This is 
particularly true of the most mobile migrant children who may be more difficult to identify. 
 
 

Contact Person for Lamar County Schools:  
Julie Hawkins, LCSW -770-358-5891 
julie.hawkins@lamar.k12.ga.us 
 


